THE  CHILDREN'S   OMNIBUS

they have waited here with all their fleet, for they
have hunted all the seas of Hellas, and could not find
you, and dared neither go farther, nor go home."

"Let them choose out their champions, and we
will fight them, man for man/*

"No guests of ours shall fight upon our island,
and if you go outside they will outnumber you. I
will do justice between you, for I know and do what
is right/'

Then he turned to his kings, and said, "This may
stand over till to-morrow. To-night we will feast our
guests, and hear the story of all their wanderings, and
how they came hither out of the ocean. *'

So Alcinous bade the servants take the heroes in,
and bathe them, and give them clothes. And they
were glad when they saw the warm water, for it was
long since they had bathed. And they washed off the
sea-salt from their limbs, and anointed themselves
from head to foot with oil, and combed out their
golden hair. Then they came back again into the hall,
while the merchant kings rose up to do them honour.
And each man said to his neighbour, "No wonder that
these men won fame. How they stand now like
Giants, or Titans, or Immortals come down from
Olympus, though many a winter has worn them, and
many a fearful storm. What must they have been
when they sailed from lolcos, in the bloom of their
youth, long ago?'*

Then   they  went   out   to   the   garden;   and   the
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